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Vacant foreclosed homes can become a 
community eyesore, causing neighboring 
property values to dip while the bank-owned 
houses fall into disrepair.

But a local nonprofit is trying to combat those 
problems, turning once problematic empty 
houses into environmentally friendly homes. 
And Denver Water is helping to make sure the 
homes’ landscape, toilets, showerheads and 
faucets don’t waste water.  

“It’s important to be a part of rehabilitating 
these homes so they can be as water- and 
energy-efficient as possible,” said Stacy Smith, 
a conservation specialist who is overseeing 
Denver Water’s portion the project. “It’s an 
important contribution to the neighborhoods.” 

The Denver Urban Renewal Authority (DURA) 
established a nonprofit organization called 
Denver Neighborhood Revitalization Inc. to use 
federal grant money to buy, rehabilitate and 
resell foreclosed homes. The nonprofit plans 
to rehabilitate 50 to 75 foreclosed homes in the 
Marley, Westwood, Barnum and Green Valley 
Ranch neighborhoods by 2013. That number 
ultimately will depend on how fast the homes 
sell and how much work each foreclosed home 
needs.  

Fred Yeazel, a rehabilitation specialist with 
DURA, said the nonprofit hires local contractors 
to work on about 10 homes at a time, and each 
home needs anywhere from $35,000 to $80,000 
worth of work.

“It relieves banks of their toxic debts,” 
said Yeazel, adding that people who 
buy the rehabilitated homes must meet 
income requirements and take a class in 
homeownership and maintenance. “And it 
helps people become homeowners.” 

Crews must fix any environmental problems 
with the house, which includes alleviating 
radon issues, getting rid of mold, disposing of 
asbestos and stripping the house of lead paint. 
Then they have to fix foundation problems, 
structural issues or anything else that needs to 
be done to make the house livable. 

From there, they work on the house’s efficiency. 
Denver Water is supplying each house with 
high-efficiency 1.28-gallons-per-flush toilets, 
low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators. 
Denver Water also is providing $3,000 per 
house to be put toward efficient irrigation 
equipment and low-water-use plants, provided 
each yard has no more than 50 percent turf. 

Foreclosed homes get efficiency makeover
By Ann Depperschmidt, Community Relations

Partnering to restore 
foreclosed homes

Two Denver-based nonprofit organizations 
are using federal grant money to purchase, 
rehabilitate and resell foreclosed homes in 
several Denver neighborhoods.

The Denver Urban Renewal Authority 
established the nonprofit Denver 
Neighborhood Revitalization Inc. to restore 
homes in the Marley, Westwood, Barnum 
and Green Valley Ranch neighborhoods.

The Denver Housing Authority established 
the nonprofit Neighborhood Development 
Collaborative Inc. to restore homes in the 
Montbello, Northeast Park Hill, Swansea, 
West Colfax, Villa Park and Athmar Park 
neighborhoods. 

Denver Water is working with both 
agencies to make sure the restored homes 
have efficient landscapes and appliances.

“We didn’t want to make just the inside of the 
properties efficient,” said Tim LaPan, Denver 
Water’s landscape architect who is overseeing 
landscape plans for each house. “We wanted 
the outside to be efficient, too.” 

Each house will get new Energy Star 
appliances, compact-florescent light bulbs 
and high-efficiency furnaces and hot water 
heaters. New carpet is made from recycled 
soda bottles, and tiles are made from recycled 
material. And most of the old wood, pipes, 
cardboard and other material taken from each 
house will be recycled.

Then the agency puts the house up for sale so 
any profit can be put into rehabilitating the next 
foreclosed house.

“We want to stave off the negative impacts that 
foreclosed homes can have on neighborhoods,” 
said Marianne LeClair, housing manager at 
DURA. “We want to recapture and revitalize the 
neighborhood by putting the homes back on the 
market. Hopefully that will be a catalyst to get 
other people to invest in the neighborhoods.” 

Each month during the winter, Source of 
Supply employees strap on their snowshoes 
and trudge through the woods to measure 
snowpack high in our watershed.

It’s been done the same way for decades, even 
as automated electronic measuring stations 
have popped up elsewhere.

“What has to be electronic about measuring 
snow?” joked Eddie Christensen, South Platte 
district foreman who has measured snow for 30 
years. “There’s not much to it.”

Denver’s water comes from mountain 
snowmelt, which is stored in reservoirs for 
use all year long. Snowpack measurements 
help planners predict how much water Denver 
Water will be able to store during the spring 
runoff season. 

“We don’t care so much about how deep the 
snow is,” said Bob Steger, manager of raw 
water supply. “We care about how much water 
is in the snow.” 

Measuring snow helps predict summer flow
By Ann Depperschmidt, Community Relations

William George, left, and Eric Hibbs, 
caretakers at Antero Reservoir, weigh 
a snow core full of snow. Snowpack 
measurements help planners predict 
how much water Denver Water will 
be able to store during the spring 
runoff season.

There are eight snowpack stations 
that Denver Water employees read 
monthly from January to May – 
four high in the South Platte River 
basin, three high in the Fraser 
River basin and one in the Williams 
Fork River basin. Several other 
snowpack stations are recorded 
electronically.

Denver Water sends those 
snowpack measurements to the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, a federal agency that 
uses snowpack readings, snow-
water equivalent measurements, 
soil moisture levels and other 
factors to forecast natural 
streamflow volumes. The National 
Weather Service also is involved in 
streamflow forecasting.

Denver Water then uses those 
natural streamflow forecasts, in 
conjunction with estimates of 
water rights yields and predictions 
about how much water customers 

are expected to use, to estimate a range of how 
full our reservoirs will get and whether we’ll 
have drought restrictions.   

This year, snowpack measurements are 
below normal. Still, reservoir storage is above 
normal, thanks to a wetter-than-average 2009 
and customers’ conservation efforts, which 
means there’s a good chance Denver Water’s 
reservoirs will fill completely, Steger said.

“I don’t expect water restrictions other than our 
normal conservation measures,” Steger said. 

Eric Hibbs and William George, caretakers at 
Antero Reservoir, are some of the first people to 
see how much snow the mountain watersheds 
receive each winter. Hibbs and George are 
two of the employees who measure snowpack 
in the South Platte River basin near Antero. 
They’ve taken measurements in all sorts of 
weather – treading out in minus 30 degrees, 
with blistering wind gusts, or hiking in wearing 
T-shirts to measure a trace amount of snow.

The snowpack measurement stations are 
marked with signs on trees or fences, 
outlining the area from which samples need 
to be taken. It takes two people to record the 
measurements, helping each other measure 
the intervals between samples and weigh the 
collected snow. 

One person jams the hollow metal pole, called 
a snow core, into the ground to collect snow. 
Then they pull the pole out, record the depth of 
the snow collected inside the pole and use a 
scale to measure the weight of the snow inside 
the pole. A pound of snow inside the snow core 
is equivalent to 1 inch of water. 

It can be tricky to keep the snow from sliding 
out of the snow core before they’ve gotten 
a reading, and they have to wear gloves to 
prevent their hands from warming the pole and 
making the snow stick inside. 

But when they’re finished, they have a 
recording of the snow depth, snow-water 
equivalent and density, adding to decades of 
measurements from the same area.

“It gives us a good idea of how much moisture 
is up here,” Hibbs said. 

Markers on trees or fences outline the location in 
which snowpack measurements are taken.

This foreclosed Tennyson Street house has a new, 
water-efficient yard thanks to the Denver Urban 
Renewal Authority and Denver Water. 

This yard on this foreclosed Louisiana Street 
house will save the next homeowners money 
on their water bill. 
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